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From the King James Version of the Bible 

 

Isa. 61:1 

THE spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good 

tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 

captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; 

 

John 8:31, 32 

Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my 

disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

 

Acts 12:1-3 (to 1st .), 5-11, 24 

NOW about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church. And 

he killed James the brother of John with the sword. And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he 

proceeded further to take Peter also. ... Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made 

without ceasing of the church unto God for him. And when Herod would have brought him forth, 

the same night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains: and the keepers 

before the door kept the prison. And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and a light 

shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. 

And his chains fell off from his hands. And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy 

sandals. And so he did. And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me. And 

he went out, and followed him; and wist not that it was true which was done by the angel; but 

thought he saw a vision. When they were past the first and the second ward, they came unto the 

iron gate that leadeth unto the city; which opened to them of his own accord: and they went out, 

and passed on through one street; and forthwith the angel departed from him. And when Peter 

was come to himself, he said, Now I know of a surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel, and hath 

delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the people of the Jews. 

¶ But the word of God grew and multiplied. 

 

Acts 13:13 (to company), 14-17 departed, 22 2nd he (to ;), 23, 26 

Now when Paul and his company 

departed from Perga, they came to Antioch in Pisidia, and went into the synagogue on the 

sabbath day, and sat down. And after the reading of the law and the prophets the rulers of the 

synagogue sent unto them, saying, Ye men and brethren, if ye have any word of exhortation for 

the people, say on. Then Paul stood up, and beckoning with his hand said, Men of Israel, and ye 

that fear God, give audience. The God of this people of Israel chose our fathers, and exalted the 

people when they dwelt as strangers in the land of Egypt, and with an high arm brought he them 

out of it. ... he raised up unto them David to be their king; ... Of this man’s seed hath God 

according to his promise raised unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus: ... Men and brethren, children of the 

stock of Abraham, and whosoever among you feareth God, to you is the word of this salvation 

sent. 



 

Acts 13:27 (to 3rd ,), 28, 30, 42, 44, 45, 49 

For they that dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they knew him not, ...And though they 

found no cause of death in him, yet desired they Pilate that he should be slain. ... But God raised 

him from the dead: 

And when the Jews were gone out of the synagogue, the Gentiles besought that these words 

might be preached to them the next sabbath. 

¶ And the next sabbath day came almost the whole city together to hear the word of God. But 

when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and spake against those things 

which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming. ...And the word of the Lord was 

published throughout all the region. 

 

Acts 15:40 

And Paul chose Silas, and departed, being recommended by the brethren unto the grace of God. 

 

Acts 16:16-40 

¶ And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of divination 

met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying: The same followed Paul and us, 

and cried, saying, These men are the servants of the most high God, which shew unto us the way 

of salvation. And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I 

command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the same hour. 

¶ And when her masters saw that the hope of their gains was gone, they caught Paul and Silas, 

and drew them into the marketplace unto the rulers, And brought them to the magistrates, saying, 

These men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city, And teach customs, which are not 

lawful for us to receive, neither to observe, being Romans. And the multitude rose up together 

against them: and the magistrates rent off their clothes, and commanded to beat them. And when 

they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailer to keep them 

safely: Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the inner prison, and made their feet 

fast in the stocks. 

¶ And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard 

them. And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were 

shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one’s bands were loosed. And the 

keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, he drew out his 

sword, and would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled. But Paul cried 

with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all here. Then he called for a light, and 

sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, And brought them out, and 

said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 

shalt be saved, and thy house. And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were 

in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was 

baptized, he and all his, straightway. And when he had brought them into his house, he set meat 

before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house. And when it was day, the 

magistrates sent the sergeants, saying, Let those men go. And the keeper of the prison told this 

saying to Paul, The magistrates have sent to let you go: now therefore depart, and go in 

peace. But Paul said unto them, They have beaten us openly uncondemned, being Romans, and 



have cast us into prison; and now do they thrust us out privily? nay verily; but let them come 

themselves and fetch us out. And the sergeants told these words unto the magistrates: and they 

feared, when they heard that they were Romans. And they came and besought them, and 

brought them out, and desired them to depart out of the city. And they went out of the prison, and 

entered into the house of Lydia: and when they had seen the brethren, they comforted them, and 

departed. 

 

Rom. 8:1, 2, 14-17 (to 1st ;) 

THERE is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after 

the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free 

from the law of sin and death. ... For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of 

God. For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit 

of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that 

we are the children of God: And if children, then heirs; 

  

Gal. 5:1, 13 (to ;) 

STAND fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled 

again with the yoke of bondage. ... For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; 

 

II Cor. 3:17 where 

where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 

 

From Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy 

 

SH 242:6 

Denial of the claims of matter is a great step towards the joys of Spirit, towards human freedom 

and the final triumph over the body. 

 

SH 95:32-3 

Humanity advances slowly out of sinning sense into spiritual understanding; unwillingness to 

learn all things rightly, binds Christendom with chains. 

  

SH 224:28-8, 11 

Truth brings the elements of liberty. On its banner is the Soul-inspired motto, “Slavery is 

abolished.” The power of God brings deliverance to the captive. No power can withstand divine 

Love. What is this supposed power, which opposes itself to God? Whence cometh it? What is it 

that binds man with iron shackles to sin, sickness, and death? Whatever enslaves man is opposed 

to the divine government. Truth makes man free. 



You may know when first Truth leads by the fewness and faithfulness of its followers. Thus it is 

that the march of time bears onward freedom’s banner. There is always some tumult, but there is 

a rallying to truth’s standard. 

  

SH 225:14-25 

The history of our country, like all history, illustrates the might of Mind, and shows human 

power to be proportionate to its embodiment of right thinking. A few immortal sentences, 

breathing the omnipotence of divine justice, have been potent to break despotic fetters and 

abolish the whipping-post and slave market; but oppression neither went down in blood, nor did 

the breath of freedom come from the cannon’s mouth. Love is the liberator. 

Legally to abolish unpaid servitude in the United States was hard; but the abolition of mental 

slavery is a more difficult task. 

 

SH 225:29-31 

Men and women of all climes and races are still in bondage to material sense, ignorant how to 

obtain their freedom. 

  

SH 226:5-15 

The voice of God in behalf of the African slave was still echoing in our land, when the voice of 

the herald of this new crusade sounded the keynote of universal freedom, asking a fuller 

acknowledgment of the rights of man as a Son of God, demanding that the fetters of sin, 

sickness, and death be stricken from the human mind and that its freedom be won, not through 

human warfare, not with bayonet and blood, but through Christ’s divine Science. 

God has built a higher platform of human rights, and He has built it on diviner claims. 

SH 548:5 

In this Science, we discover man in the image and likeness of God. We see that man has never 

lost his spiritual estate and his eternal harmony. 

  
SH 226:18-21 

Human codes, scholastic theology, material medicine and hygiene, fetter faith and spiritual 

understanding. Divine Science rends asunder these fetters, and man’s birthright of sole allegiance 

to his Maker asserts itself. 

 

SH 227:7-29 

The law of the divine Mind must end human bondage, or mortals will continue unaware of man’s 

inalienable rights and in subjection to hopeless slavery, because some public teachers permit an 



ignorance of divine power, — an ignorance that is the foundation of continued bondage and of 

human suffering. 

Discerning the rights of man, we cannot fail to foresee the doom of all oppression. Slavery is not 

the legitimate state of man. God made man free. Paul said, “I was free born.” All men should be 

free. “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” Love and Truth make free, but evil and 

error lead into captivity. 

Christian Science raises the standard of liberty and cries: “Follow me! Escape from the bondage 

of sickness, sin, and death!” Jesus marked out the way. Citizens of the world, accept the 

“glorious liberty of the children of God,” and be free! This is your divine right. The illusion of 

material sense, not divine law, has bound you, entangled your free limbs, crippled your 

capacities, enfeebled your body, and defaced the tablet of your being. 

 

SH 229:15-22 

By universal consent, mortal belief has constituted itself a law to bind mortals to sickness, sin, 

and death. This customary belief is misnamed material law, and the individual who upholds it is 

mistaken in theory and in practice. The so-called law of mortal mind, conjectural and 

speculative, is made void by the law of immortal Mind, and false law should be trampled under 

foot. 

 

SH 384:3-12 

We should relieve our minds from the depressing thought that we have transgressed a material 

law and must of necessity pay the penalty. Let us reassure ourselves with the law of Love. God 

never punishes man for doing right, for honest labor, or for deeds of kindness, though they 

expose him to fatigue, cold, heat, contagion. If man seems to incur the penalty through matter, 

this is but a belief of mortal mind, not an enactment of wisdom, and man has only to enter 

his protest against this belief in order to annul it. 

  
SH 228:11-19 

The enslavement of man is not legitimate. It will cease when man enters into his heritage of 

freedom, his God-given dominion over the material senses. Mortals will some day assert their 

freedom in the name of Almighty God. Then they will control their own bodies through the 

understanding of divine Science. Dropping their present beliefs, they will recognize harmony as 

the spiritual reality and discord as the material unreality. 

 

SH 495:6                                                                                                                                                     

If sickness is true or the idea of Truth, you cannot destroy sickness, and it would be absurd to 

try. Then classify sickness and error as our Master did, when he spoke of the sick, “whom Satan 



hath bound,” and find a sovereign antidote for error in the life-giving power of Truth acting on 

human belief, a power which opens the prison doors to such as are bound, and sets the captive 

free physically and morally. 

                                                                                                                                                       

SH 118:10 

Ages pass, but this leaven of Truth is ever at work. It must destroy the entire mass of error, and 

so be eternally glorified in man’s spiritual freedom. 

 

SH 228:25 (only) 

There is no power apart from God. 

 

 

 

Hymn 65 

Hymn 412 

Hymn 83 

 

 

 

 
 


