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From the King James Version of the Bible

Mark 10:21
come, take up the cross, and follow me.

Luke 22:1, 14, 15, 39-42, 45-47, 54, 63-65
Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, which is called the Passover.

And when the hour was come, he sat down, and the twelve apostles with him. And he said unto
them, With desire | have desired to eat this passover with you before | suffer:

9 And he came out, and went, as he was wont, to the mount of Olives; and his disciples also
followed him. And when he was at the place, he said unto them, Pray that ye enter not into
temptation. And he was withdrawn from them about a stone’s cast, and kneeled down, and
prayed, Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will,
but thine, be done. ... And when he rose up from prayer, and was come to his disciples, he found
them sleeping for sorrow, And said unto them, Why sleep ye? rise and pray, lest ye enter into
temptation.

9 And while he yet spake, behold a multitude, and he that was called Judas, one of the twelve,
went before them, and drew near unto Jesus to kiss him.

9 Then took they him, and led him, and brought him into the high priest’s house. And Peter
followed afar off.

9 And the men that held Jesus mocked him, and smote him. And when they had blindfolded him,
they struck him on the face, and asked him, saying, Prophesy, who is it that smote thee? And
many other things blasphemously spake they against him.

Luke 23:1-3, 13-16, 18-21, 24, 25, 32, 33, 50, 51-55 he

AND the whole multitude of them arose, and led him unto Pilate. And they began to accuse him,
saying, We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar,
saying that he himself is Christ a King. And Pilate asked him, saying, Art thou the King of the
Jews? And he answered him and said, Thou sayest it.

9 And Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, Said
unto them, Ye have brought this man unto me, as one that perverteth the people: and, behold, I,
having examined him before you, have found no fault in this man touching those things whereof
ye accuse him: No, nor yet Herod: for | sent you to him; and, lo, nothing worthy of death is done
unto him. I will therefore chastise him, and release him. ... And they cried out all at once, saying,
Away with this man, and release unto us Barabbas: (Who for a certain sedition made in the city,
and for murder, was cast into prison.) Pilate therefore, willing to release Jesus, spake again to
them. But they cried, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. ... And Pilate gave sentence that it should
be as they required. And he released unto them him that for sedition and murder was cast into
prison, whom they had desired; but he delivered Jesus to their will.



And there were also two other, malefactors, led with him to be put to death. And when they were
come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on
the right hand, and the other on the left.

9 And, behold, there was a man named Joseph, a counsellor; and he was a good man, and a

just: ... he was of Arimathaa, a city of the Jews: who also himself waited for the kingdom of
God. This man went unto Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. And he took it down, and
wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a sepulchre that was hewn in stone, wherein never man before
was laid. And that day was the preparation, and the sabbath drew on. And the women also, which
came with him from Galilee, followed after, and beheld the sepulchre, and how his body was
laid.

Luke 24:1-9, 13-16, 27, 28 (to :), 30, 31, 33, 34, 36, 40-43, 45-48, 50, 51

Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto the sepulchre,
bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them. And they found the
stone rolled away from the sepulchre. And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord
Jesus. And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by
them in shining garments: And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they
said unto them, Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen: remember
how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee, Saying, The Son of man must be delivered
into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again. And they remembered
his words, And returned from the sepulchre, and told all these things unto the eleven, and to all
the rest.

9 And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was from
Jerusalem about threescore furlongs. And they talked together of all these things which had
happened. And it came to pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus himself
drew near, and went with them. But their eyes were holden that they should not know

him. ... And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the
scriptures the things concerning himself. And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they
went: ... And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and
brake, and gave to them. And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out of
their sight.... And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven
gathered together, and them that were with them, Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath
appeared to Simon.

9 And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and saith unto them,

Peace be unto you. ... And when he had thus spoken, he shewed them his hands and his feet. And
while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have ye here any

meat? And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb. And he took it, and did
eat before them. ... Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the
scriptures, And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise
from the dead the third day: And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his
name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these things.

9 And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. And it
came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven.



From Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy
SH 9:14-16

There is a cross to be taken up before we can enjoy the fruition of our hope and faith.

SH 224:16-27

Of old the cross was truth’s central sign, and it is to-day. The modern lash is less material than
the Roman scourge, but it is equally as cutting. Cold disdain, stubborn resistance,

opposition from church, state laws, and the press, are still the harbingers of truth’s full-orbed
appearing.

A higher and more practical Christianity, demonstrating justice and meeting the needs of mortals
in sickness and in health, stands at the door of this age, knocking for admission. Will you open or
close the door upon this angel visitant, who cometh in the quiet of meekness, as he came of old
to the patriarch at noonday?

SH 34:5-9, 13-28

If Christ, Truth, has come to us in demonstration, no other commemoration is requisite, for
demonstration is Immanuel, or God with us; and if a friend be with us, why need we memorials
of that friend?

If all who seek his commemoration through material symbols will take up the cross, heal the
sick, cast out evils, and preach Christ, or Truth, to the poor, — the receptive thought, — they will
bring in the millennium.

Through all the disciples experienced, they became more spiritual and understood better what the
Master had taught. His resurrection was also their resurrection. It helped them to raise
themselves and others from spiritual dulness and blind belief in God into the perception of
infinite possibilities. They needed this quickening, for soon their dear Master would rise again in
the spiritual realm of reality, and ascend far above their apprehension. As the reward for his
faithfulness, he would disappear to material sense in that change which has since been called the
ascension.

SH 49:14-16, 17-30

The meek demonstrator of good, the highest instructor and friend of man, met his earthly fate
alone with God. ... Forsaken by all whom he had blessed, this faithful sentinel of God at the
highest post of power, charged with the grandest trust of heaven, was ready to be transformed by
the renewing of the infinite Spirit. He was to prove that the Christ is not subject to material
conditions, but is above the reach of human wrath, and is able, through Truth, Life, and Love, to
triumph over sin, sickness, death, and the grave.



The priests and rabbis, before whom he had meekly walked, and those to whom he had given the
highest proofs of divine power, mocked him on the cross, saying derisively, “He saved
others; himself he cannot save.”

SH 50:26-31

The burden of that hour was terrible beyond human conception. The distrust of mortal minds,
disbelieving the purpose of his mission, was a million times sharper than the thorns which
pierced his flesh. The real cross, which Jesus bore up the hill of grief, was the world’s hatred of
Truth and Love.

SH51:12-21

Jesus could give his temporal life into his enemies’ hands; but when his earth-mission was
accomplished, his spiritual life, indestructible and eternal, was found forever the same. He knew
that matter had no life and that real Life is God; therefore he could no more be separated from
his spiritual Life than God could be extinguished.

His consummate example was for the salvation of us all, but only through doing the works which
he did and taught others to do.

SH 53:8-18

The reputation of Jesus was the very opposite of his character. Why? Because the divine
Principle and practice of Jesus were misunderstood. He was at work in divine Science. His
words and works were unknown to the world because above and contrary to the world’s religious
sense. Mortals believed in God as humanly mighty, rather than as divine, infinite Love.

The world could not interpret aright the discomfort which Jesus inspired and the spiritual
blessings which might flow from such discomfort.

SH 54:8-10
Who is ready to follow his teaching and example? All must sooner or later plant themselves in
Christ, the true idea of God.

SH 55:6-10

Perhaps the early Christian era did Jesus no more injustice than the later centuries have bestowed
upon the healing Christ and spiritual idea of being. Now that the gospel of healing is again
preached by the wayside, does not the pulpit sometimes scorn it?



SH 46:20-29

Jesus’ unchanged physical condition after what seemed to be death was followed by his
exaltation above all material conditions; and this exaltation explained his ascension, and revealed
unmistakably a probationary and progressive state beyond the grave. Jesus was “the way;” that
is, he marked the way for all men. In his final demonstration, called the ascension, which closed
the earthly record of Jesus, he rose above the physical knowledge of his disciples, and

the material senses saw him no more.

SH 254:6-8, 10-23, 27-31

God requires perfection, but not until the battle between Spirit and flesh is fought and the victory
won. ... When we wait patiently on God and seek Truth righteously, He directs our

path. Imperfect mortals grasp the ultimate of spiritual perfection slowly; but to begin aright and
to continue the strife of demonstrating the great problem of being, is doing much.

During the sensual ages, absolute Christian Science may not be achieved prior to the change
called death, for we have not the power to demonstrate what we do not understand. But the
human self must be evangelized. This task God demands us to accept lovingly to-day, and to
abandon so fast as practical the material, and to work out the spiritual which determines the
outward and actual.

If you launch your bark upon the ever-agitated but healthful waters of truth, you will encounter
storms. Your good will be evil spoken of. This is the cross. Take it up and bear it, for through
it you win and wear the crown.

Hymn 192
Hymn 325
Hymn 104



