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Prayer of reformation 
 
The Bible 
King James Version 
 
 

Ps. 80:3 

Turn us again, O God, and cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved. 

 

Ps. 51:1-3 (to :), 6, 9, 10, 12, 13, 15-17 

HAVE mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of 

thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and 

cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: ...Behold, thou desirest truth in 

the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom. ... Hide thy face 

from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a 

right spirit within me. ...Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free 

spirit. Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee. ... O 

Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise. For thou desirest not sacrifice; 

else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: 

a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. 

 

Jonah 1:1-7, 11 (to ?), 12, 15, 17 

NOW the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, Arise, go to Nineveh, that 

great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me. But Jonah rose up to flee 

unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship 

going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto 

Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. 

 

But the LORD sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so 

that the ship was like to be broken. Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his 

god, and cast forth the wares that were in the ship into the sea, to lighten it of them. But Jonah 

was gone down into the sides of the ship; and he lay, and was fast asleep. So the shipmaster 

came to him, and said unto him, What meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, call upon thy God, if so be 

that God will think upon us, that we perish not. And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and 

let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and the 

lot fell upon Jonah. 

 

Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto thee, that the sea may be calm unto us? ... And 

he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto you: 

for I know that for my sake this great tempest is upon you. ... So they took up Jonah, and cast him 

forth into the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging.  
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Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the 

fish three days and three nights. 

 

Jonah 2:1, 2, 7, 10 

THEN Jonah prayed unto the LORD his God out of the fish’s belly, And said, I cried by reason of 

mine affliction unto the LORD, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest 

my voice. ... When my soul fainted within me I remembered the LORD: and my prayer came in 

unto thee, into thine holy temple. 

 

And the LORD spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land. 

 

Jonah 3:1-3 (to 1st .) 

AND the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the second time, saying, Arise, go unto Nineveh, that 

great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee. So Jonah arose, and went unto 

Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. 

 

Col. 3:1, 2 

IF ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the 

right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 

 

Luke 4:14 Jesus, 15 

Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of him through all 

the region round about. And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all. 

 

Luke 15:1-7 

THEN drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear him. And the Pharisees and 

scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them. 

 

And he spake this parable unto them, saying, What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he 

lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is 

lost, until he find it? And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when 

he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with 

me; for I have found my sheep which was lost. I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven 

over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no 

repentance. 

 

Luke 15:10 I 

I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth. 

 

James 5:15 

And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have 

committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. 
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I Chron. 28:20 fear 

fear not, nor be dismayed: for the LORD God, even my God, will be with thee; he will not fail thee, 

nor forsake thee, until thou hast finished all the work for the service of the house of the LORD. 

 
 
 
 
Correlative Passages from 
 
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures 
By Mary Baker Eddy 
 
 
 

SH 1:1-4 before, 10 

The prayer that reforms the sinner and heals the sick is an absolute faith that all things 

are possible to God, — a spiritual understanding of Him, an unselfed love.  

 

Thoughts unspoken are not unknown to the divine Mind. Desire is prayer; and no loss can occur 

from trusting God with our desires, that they may be moulded and exalted before they take form 

in words and in deeds. 

 

SH 327:1 

Reform comes by understanding that there is no abiding pleasure in evil, and also by gaining an 

affection for good according to Science, which reveals the immortal fact that neither pleasure nor 

pain, appetite nor passion, can exist in or of matter, while divine Mind can and does destroy the 

false beliefs of pleasure, pain, or fear and all the sinful appetites of the human mind. 

 

SH 2:1, 15-16 

What are the motives for prayer? Do we pray to make ourselves better or to benefit those who 

hear us, to enlighten the infinite or to be heard of men? Are we benefited by praying? Yes, the 

desire which goes forth hungering after righteousness is blessed of our Father, and it does not 

return unto us void. 

 

Prayer cannot change the Science of being, but it tends to bring us into harmony with it. 

 

SH 32:25-27 

Jesus prayed; he withdrew from the material senses to refresh his heart with brighter, 

with spiritual views. 
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SH 14:31-13 

“When thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and, when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy 

Father which is in secret; and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly.” 

So spake Jesus. The closet typifies the sanctuary of Spirit, the door of which shuts out sinful 

sense but lets in Truth, Life, and Love. Closed to error, it is open to Truth, and vice versa. The 

Father in secret is unseen to the physical senses, but He knows all things and rewards according 

to motives, not according to speech. To enter into the heart of prayer, the door of the erring 

senses must be closed. Lips must be mute and materialism silent, that man may have audience 

with Spirit, the divine Principle, Love, which destroys all error. 

 

SH 15:16 

In the quiet sanctuary of earnest longings, we must deny sin and plead God’s allness. We must 

resolve to take up the cross, and go forth with honest hearts to work and watch for wisdom, Truth, 

and Love. We must “pray without ceasing.” Such prayer is answered, in so far as we put our 

desires into practice. The Master’s injunction is, that we pray in secret and let our lives attest our 

sincerity. 

 

SH 329:21-23, 26 The 

There is no hypocrisy in Science. Principle is imperative. You cannot mock it by human 

will. Science is a divine demand, not a human. ... The pardon of divine mercy is the destruction of 

error. If men understood their real spiritual source to be all blessedness, they would struggle for 

recourse to the spiritual and be at peace; but the deeper the error into which mortal mind is 

plunged, the more intense the opposition to spirituality, till error yields to Truth. 

 

SH 206:10 

Will-power is capable of all evil. It can never heal the sick, for it is the prayer of the unrighteous; 

while the exercise of the sentiments — hope, faith, love — is the prayer of the righteous. This 

prayer, governed by Science instead of the senses, heals the sick. 

 

SH 16:2 

The highest prayer is not one of faith merely; it is demonstration. Such prayer heals sickness, and 

must destroy sin and death. It distinguishes between Truth that is sinless and the falsity of sinful 

sense. 

 

SH 254:16 

During the sensual ages, absolute Christian Science may not be achieved prior to the change 

called death, for we have not the power to demonstrate what we do not understand. But the 

human self must be evangelized. This task God demands us to accept lovingly to-day, and to 

abandon so fast as practical the material, and to work out the spiritual which determines the 

outward and actual. 
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SH 326:16-21 

The purpose and motive to live aright can be gained now. This point won, you have started as 

you should. You have begun at the numeration-table of Christian Science, and nothing but wrong 

intention can hinder your advancement. Working and praying with true motives, your Father will 

open the way. 
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