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Love God and love thy neighbor 
 
 
The Bible 
King James Version 
 
Ex. 20:1-3 
AND God spake all these words, saying, I am the LORD thy God, which have 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have 
no other gods before me. 
 
Ex. 20:13 
Thou shalt not kill. 
 
Matt. 22:35-40 
Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him, and 
saying, Master, which is the great commandment in the law? Jesus said unto him, 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the 
law and the prophets. 
 
Acts 8:1 there, 3; 9:1-20 
there was a great persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they 
were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judæa and Samaria, except 
the apostles. ... As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering into every 
house, and haling men and women committed them to prison. 
AND Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the 
Lord, went unto the high priest, And desired of him letters to Damascus to the 
synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he 
might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. And as he journeyed, he came near 
Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven: And he 
fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
thou me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom 
thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. And he trembling and 
astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, 
Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. And the men 
which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 
And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: 
but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. And he was three 
days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink. 
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¶ And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said 
the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. And the 
Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and inquire 
in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, And 
hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on 
him, that he might receive his sight. Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by 
many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: And here 
he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name. But the 
Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my 
name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: For I will shew him 
how great things he must suffer for my name’s sake. And Ananias went his way, 
and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the 
Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent 
me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. And 
immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight 
forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. And when he had received meat, he was 
strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at 
Damascus. And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the 
Son of God. 
 
I John 4:20, 21 
If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not 
his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? And 
this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother 
also. 
 
Matt. 5:44-48 Love 
Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and 
pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; That ye may be the 
children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For if ye love them 
which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? And if 
ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the 
publicans so? Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is 
perfect. 
 
James 5:16 The 
The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 
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Correlative Passages from 
 
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures 
By Mary Baker Eddy 
 
SH 1:1-4, 6 

The prayer that reforms the sinner and heals the sick is an absolute faith that all 

things are possible to God, — a spiritual understanding of Him, an unselfed 

love. ...Prayer, watching, and working, combined with self-immolation, are God’s 

gracious means for accomplishing whatever has been successfully done for the 

Christianization and health of mankind. 

 
SH 3:12-20 

The Divine Being must be reflected by man, — else man is not the image and 

likeness of the patient, tender, and true, the One “altogether lovely;” but 

to understand God is the work of eternity, and demands absolute consecration of 

thought, energy, and desire. 

 

How empty are our conceptions of Deity! We admit theoretically that God is good, 

omnipotent, omnipresent, infinite, and then we try to give information to this infinite 

Mind. 
 
SH 4:3-5 

What we most need is the prayer of fervent desire for growth in grace, expressed in 

patience, meekness, love, and good deeds. 
 
SH 19:29-1 

Jesus urged the commandment, “Thou shalt have no other gods before me,” which 

may be rendered: Thou shalt have no belief of Life as mortal; thou shalt not know 

evil, for there is one Life, — even God, good. 
 
SH 301:17-30 (np) 

As God is substance and man is the divine image and likeness, man should wish 

for, and in reality has, only the substance of good, the substance of Spirit, not 

matter. The belief that man has any other substance, or mind, is not spiritual and 

breaks the First Commandment, Thou shalt have one God, one Mind. Mortal man 

seems to himself to be material substance, while man is “image” (idea). Delusion, 

sin, disease, and death arise from the false testimony of material sense, which, 

from a supposed standpoint outside the focal distance of infinite Spirit, presents an 

inverted image of Mind and substance with everything turned upside down. 
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This falsity presupposes soul to be an unsubstantial dweller in material forms, and 

man to be material instead of spiritual. Immortality is not bounded by mortality. Soul 

is not compassed by finiteness. Principle is not to be found in fragmentary ideas. 

The material body and mind are temporal, but the real man is spiritual and eternal. 

The identity of the real man is not lost, but found through this explanation; for the 

conscious infinitude of existence and of all identity is thereby discerned and 

remains unchanged. It is impossible that man should lose aught that is real, when 

God is all and eternally his. The notion that mind is in matter, and that the so-called 

pleasures and pains, the birth, sin, sickness, and death of matter, are real, is a 

mortal belief; and this belief is all that will ever be lost. 

 

Continuing our definition of man, let us remember that harmonious and immortal 

man has existed forever, and is always beyond and above the mortal illusion of any 

life, substance, and intelligence as existent in matter. This statement is based on 

fact, not fable. The Science of being reveals man as perfect, even as the Father is 

perfect, because the Soul, or Mind, of the spiritual man is God, the divine Principle 

of all being, and because this real man is governed by Soul instead of sense, by the 

law of Spirit, not by the so-called laws of matter. 

 

God is Love. He is therefore the divine, infinite Principle, called Person or God. 

Man’s true consciousness is in the mental, not in any bodily or personal likeness to 

Spirit. Indeed, the body presents no proper likeness of divinity, though mortal sense 

would fain have us so believe. 
 
SH 307:31 

Above error’s awful din, blackness, and chaos, the voice of Truth still calls: “Adam, 

where art thou? Consciousness, where art thou? Art thou dwelling in the belief that 

mind is in matter, and that evil is mind, or art thou in the living faith that there is and 

can be but one God, and keeping His commandment?” Until the lesson is learned 

that God is the only Mind governing man, mortal belief will be afraid as it was in 

the beginning, and will hide from the demand, “Where art thou?” This awful 

demand, “Adam, where art thou?” is met by the admission from the head, heart, 

stomach, blood, nerves, etc.: “Lo, here I am, looking for happiness and life in the 

body, but finding only an illusion, a blending of false claims, false pleasure, pain, 

sin, sickness, and death.” 
 
SH 340:15 

“Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” (Exodus xx. 3.) The First 

Commandment is my favorite text. It demonstrates Christian Science. It inculcates 

the tri-unity of God, Spirit, Mind; it signifies that man shall have no other spirit or 

mind but God, eternal good, and that all men shall have one Mind. The divine 
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Principle of the First Commandment bases the Science of being, by which man 

demonstrates health, holiness, and life eternal. One infinite God, good, unifies men 

and nations; constitutes the brotherhood of man; ends wars; fulfils the Scripture, 

“Love thy neighbor as thyself;” annihilates pagan and Christian idolatry, — whatever 

is wrong in social, civil, criminal, political, and religious codes; equalizes the sexes; 

annuls the curse on man, and leaves nothing that can sin, suffer, be punished or 

destroyed. 
 
SH 497:24-27 

6. And we solemnly promise to watch, and pray for that Mind to be in us which was 

also in Christ Jesus; to do unto others as we would have them do unto us; and to 

be merciful, just, and pure. 
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